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Abstract

This study aims to explore how Muslim university students in Indonesia perceive the
status of the Arabic language within their social lives, particularly concerning its
symbolic, functional, and religious dimensions. A qualitative design was employed,
drawing on thematic content analysis of data collected through an electronic
questionnaire that included both closed and open-ended questions. The data were
analyzed inductively in three main stages: initial coding, grouping of subthemes, and
extraction of overarching thematic categories. The findings reveal that most students do
not view proficiency in Arabic as the sole indicator of religiosity. Rather, they perceive it
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as a means of understanding Islamic teachings as well as a form of academic and cultural
capital. Within this context, Arabic is understood as a multidimensional entity whose role
extends beyond religious symbolism to include social communication and self-
development. The results indicate a generational shift in the meaning of Arabic among
young Indonesian Muslims, situating the language within a broader and more complex
social framework. The study concludes by emphasizing the need to develop Arabic
language curricula that are contextually grounded and responsive to the contemporary
social realities of learners.

Keywords: Arabic language; Religious identity; Social symbolism
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