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Abstract

Arabic language instruction in many traditional Islamic schools still relies on
lecture-based and memorization-oriented approaches, which often limit the
development of students’ critical thinking and creative writing skills. This study
aims to examine the effectiveness of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) in improving
critical thinking through Arabic creative writing. The research employed a quasi-
experimental nonequivalent control group design involving 120 third-grade
students at Madrasah Aliyah Manba’ul Sholihin Gresik. The participants were
divided into three groups: a collaborative PjBL group, an individual PjBL group,
and a control group receiving conventional instruction. Data were collected
through pre- and post-tests assessing critical thinking in Arabic creative writing
based on three indicators: text structure organization, vocabulary use, and logical
reasoning. The findings show significant improvements in the experimental
groups compared with the control group. The collaborative PjBL group achieved
the highest increase (21 points, from 60 to 81), followed by the individual PjBL
group (13.27 points, from 56 to 69.27), while the control group showed modest
progress (7.73 points, from 54 to 61.73). Statistical analysis using Welch ANOVA
revealed significant differences among the three groups (F = 47.528, p < 0.001),
and Games-Howell post-hoc tests confirmed significant differences between all
pairs. These results indicate that PjBL enhances students’ critical thinking and
improves the quality of Arabic creative writing, particularly in structural
coherence, lexical variation, and logical argumentation. The study concludes that
integrating PjBL, especially collaborative models, can foster more interactive and
contextual Arabic learning and support the development of higher-order thinking
skills in madrasah education.
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